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we accomplished this operation, taking care to save the flag,
the distinguishing pennant, the money in the safe, the portable
arms, the breech plugs of the guns, and the signal codes.

After which I went with my staff to the Convent of Santo
Domingo de Cavite, to be cured of a wound received in the left
leg, and to telegraph a brief report of the action, with prelim-
inaries and results.

THE JUDGMENT OF THE ADMIRAL

It remains only to say that all the chiefs, officers, engineers,
quartermasters, gunners, sailors, and soldiers rivalled one an-
other in sustaining with honor the good name of the navy on
this sad day.

The inefficiency of the vessels which composed my little
squadron, the lack of all classes of the personnel, especially
master gunners and seamen gunners; the inaptitude of some
of the provisional machinists, the scarcity of rapid-fire cannon,
the strong crews of the enemy, and the unprotected character
of the greater part of our vessels, all contributed to make more
decided the sacrifice which we made for our country and to
prevent the possibility of the horrors of the 'bombardment of
the city of Manila, with the conviction that with the scarcity
of our force against the superior enemy we were going to cer-
tain death and could expect a loss of all our ships.          . . ..

Our casualties, including those of the arsenal, amounted
to 381 men killed and wounded.r engines useless, the bow gun of 12 centimeters
